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^ INTRODUCTION. TIt/i i'^ 

© It is perhaps not unfair to assert that the Constitution of Chile is 
more advanced than that of any other Spanish- American Republic in 
the sense that its form approaches more nearly to the actual ^overn- 
meiilal conditions. The Constitution frankly recognizes the principle 
of ^ijnitralization and all questions as to the relative power of the 
executive and legislative departments were settled by the amendments 
adopted subsequent to the civil war of 1891. Similarity of institutions 
is not to be measured by the servile imitation of constitutional provisions, 
but the business of the statesman is to adopt the structure of govern- 
ment to the conditions that present themselves. The merit of having 
worked out a consistent system of government belongs to the statesmen 
of Chile, and the merit is none the less because the progress has been 
conservative and some of the reforms have been adopted only after a 
period of civil strife. 

The present translation of the Constitution of the Republic of Chile 
was made primarily for the use of a class in comparative constitutional 
law. The fact that no such translation, including the recent amend- 
ments, had yet been printed in English is the excuse for presenting this 
pamphlet to the public. An effort has been made to attain uniformity 
of treatment throughout, using the English terms of political science 
that most truly reproduce the Spanish originals, and to secure a clearly 
intelligible rendering of every article, section and phrase, thus endeavor- 
ing to avoid the criticisms that have been made on some of the earlier 
translations of Spanish-American constitutions. The method of analysis 
adopted for class room work is similar to that employed by Professor 
Burgess of Columbia University in his well known work on Political 
Science, the text being further elucidated by a study of the history and 
social conditions of the country and of the actual operation of the 
government. 

In closing I desire to acknowledge my obligations to Senor Vicuna, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Chile to the United 

States, and to the oflScers of the Bureau of American Republics for their 

kindness in sending me the original documents and for valuable advice 

upon various points in the translation. 

C. W. TOOKE. 
Ubbana, Illinois, May 1, 1899. 
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 



Whereas the Grand Convention has sanctioned and decreed the 
following reform of the Political Constitution of Chile promulgated in 
1828, which the National Congress has attested in the following terms: 

In the name of God, the All-powerful Creator and Supreme Legislator 
of the Universe. 

"the Grand Convention of Chile called by the law of October 1, 1831, 
to change and make additions to the Political Constitution of the Nation, 
promulgated August 8, 1828, after having examined that Code and 
adopted those of its institutions believed to conserve the prosperity and 
good government of the State, having modified and suppressed other 
provisions, and having added such other provisions as it deemed 
especially suitable to promote the same important end, decrees: that, 
the provisions therein are repealed, and that the following constitute the 
Political Constitution of the Republic of Chile. 



CHAPTER L -THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT- 

Article 1. 
The Government of Chile is popular and representative. 

Article 2. 
The Republic of Chile is one and indivisible. 

Article 3. 

The sovereignty resides essentially in the Nation, which delegates 
its exercise to the authorities established by this Constitution. 



CHAPTER IL-RELIGION- 

Article 4. 

The religion of the Republic of Chile is the Apostolic Roman 
Catholic; to the exclusion of the public exercise of any other.* 



The law of July 27, 1865, explanatory of this article, provides that members of 
other denominations may worship in churches owned by private Individuals and 
associations, and may found and sustain private schools for the \>t<i\xi\i\^'a.^\ssv2k. 'o^ •<^K^'^^ix: 
doctrines. 
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CHAPTER IIL-CITIZENS OF CHILE. 

Article 5. 

The following are Chileans: 

1. Those born within the territory of Chile. 

2. Those born of Chilean parentage in foreign territory, upon the 
event of becoming domiciled in Chile. The children of Chileans born in 
foreign territory, while the father is in the actual service of the Kepublic, 
are Chileans for all intents and purposes for which the fundamental 
laws, or any others, require. nativity in Chilean territory. 

3. Those of foreign birth who, having resided one year in the 
Republic, declare before the municipal authorities of the district in which 
they reside their desire to become domiciled in Chile and shall ask for 
papers of naturalization. 

4. Those who obtain an especial grant of naturalization by an act 
of Congress. 

Article 6. 

Those persons who have not been born in Chile must make their 
declaration upon oath before the municipality of the department of their 
residence in accordance with section three of the preceding article, and 
in no case can naturalization be obtained contrary to the rule prescribed 
by that section. Upon the registration of the favorable decision of the 
municipality, the President of the Republic will issue the proper natural- 
ization papers. 

Article 7. 

Those male Chileans shall exercise the right of suffrage who have 
reached the age of twenty -one years, are able to read and write, and have 
been duly inscribed in the electoral register of the department. 

The names of those registered shall be published and they shall 
continue electors for the period fixed by law. 

The registration will continue in force and will not be suspended 
unless in the writ which promulgates the law of elections. 

Article 8. 

The privilege of citizens to exercise the right of suffrage shall be 
suspended for the following causes: 

1. Physical or moral incapacity which interferes with the free and 
reasonable use of the faculties. 

2. The condition of domestic service. 

3. Prosecution for a crime which merits corporal or infamous 
punishment. 

Article 9. 

Citizenship is lost for the following causes: 

1. Condemnation to corporal or infamous punishment. 

2. Fraudulent bankruptcy. 

S. Naturalization m a foreign country. 



OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHILE. 



4. Acceptance of employment, office or salary from a foreign gov- 
ernment, without special permission of Congress. 

Those who from any one of the causes enumerated in this article 
have suffered the loss of citizenship, may regain their rights by act of 
the Senate. 



CHAPTER IV- PUBLIC GUARANTEES OF CHILE- 

Article 10. 

The Constitution guarantees to all inhabitants of the Republic: 

1. Equality before the law. In Chile no class privileges exist. 

2. Admission to all public employments and offices without other 
conditions than those prescribed by law. 

3. The equal distribution of imposts and taxes in proportion to 
property and the equal distribution of all other public charges. A 
special law will determine the method of raising recruits and of enroll- 
ing substitutes for the land and naval forces. 

4. The liberty of sojourn in any part of the Republic, of removal 
to any other part, of departure from its territory, respecting however the 
regulations of police and saving always of injury to other parties; pro- 
vided that no person shall be arrested, fined or exiled except according 
to the forms prescribed by law. 

5. The inviolability of all property without discrimination, whether 
belonging to individuals or corporations; and no one shall be deprived 
of his ownership of the same or of any part thereof, however small, or of 
any right therein, except by virtue of a judicial decision; save when the 
interests of the State, specified by law. shall require the use or expropri- 
ation of the same; provided that in such cases previous indemnification 
shall be made to the owner either by agreement with him or by valuation 
made by a jury of competent men. 

6. The right to assemble without previous, permission and without 
arms. Meetings held in squares, streets and other public places shall 
always be subject to the police regulations. 

The right to form associations without previous permission. 

The right to present petitions to the properly constituted authorities 
on any subject of public or private interest has no limitation than that 
of using peaceful and proper terms in its exercise. 

The liberty of instruction. 

7. The liberty of publishing one's opinions through the press, with- 
out previous censorship; and no one shall be condemned for abuse of 
the right except by virtue of a judgment by a jury after testimony has 
been given of the said abuse, and after trial and sentence according 
to law. 



POLITICAL COXSTlTUTfoN 

CHAPTER V. THE NATIONAL CONGRESS. 



} 



The legislative power is vested in the National Congress, composed 
of two chambers, one of Deputies, the other of Senators. 



The deputies and seoators are inviolable for the opinions expressed 
and the voUs cast \>y them io the discharge of their duties. 
Article 13, 

From the day of his election, no senator or deputy shall be accused, 
prosecuted, or arrested, except when taken in flagrante delicto, unless 
the chamber of which he is a member shall previously authorize the 
prosecution by declaring that there is ground for bringing the action. 
Ahtiole 14. 

From the day of his election, no deputy or senator shall be prose- 
cuted except before the chainber of which he is a member, or before the 
Executive Committee, if the chamber be Dot in session. If it be 
declared that there is ground for bringing the action, the accused shall 
be suspended from his legislative fuuctions, and subjected to the proper 
tribunal. 

Article 15, 

In case any deputy or senator shall be arrested in flaep-anfe delicto, 
he shall be placed immediately at the disposition of hisowu cbBm' 
ber or of the Executive Committee, upon summary information. The 
chamber or the committee shall thereupon proceed according to the 
method stated in the second part of the prece(iing article. 

THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. ■ 

Article 1G. % 

The Chamber of Deputies shall be composed ot members elected' 
from the departments by direct vote in the manner determined by the 
law of elections. 

Article 17. 

One deputy shall be elected for each thirty thousand inhabitants 
and for each fraction not below fifteen thousand. 

It a deputy shall die or be removed by the chamber for any cause 
during the first two years of his term, a new election shall hv held to 
choose his successor in the manner and time prescribed by law. 

A deputy who loses his representative character by resignation or 
by accepting an incompatible office shall not be re-eligible at the aai 
renewal of the chamber. 

Article 18, 

The Chamber of Deputies shall be totally renewed every three yeatH 




The qualifii^tttiouB for eligibility to the office of deputy are; 
Possession of the righta of a citizeo elector. 
An annual income of at least five hundred pesos. 



Deputies are eligible for re-election indefinitely. 
Article 21. 

The following persons are ineligible to the office of deputy; 

1. Priests in regular standing, rectors and vire-rectore, 
, 2. Judges of the superior courts and of the courts of the first 
■ TOstance, and those officers engaged in the public administration. 

3. IntendentB of the provinces aud the govern orti of departments. 

4. Persons held aa security upon contracts for public worky or 
under aoy kind of legal bond. 

5. Chileans nieutioued in paragraph three of article five, unless 
they have been in possession of their naturalization papers at least five 
years prior to their election. 

The office of deputy is gratuitous and is incompatible with munici- 
pal office and with any remunerative employment, function or com- 
mission. One elected must choose between the office of deputy and the 
employment, function or commission in which he is serving within fifteen 
days if within the territory of the Republic, or within one hundred days 
if he is absent. The time must be reckoned from the date of the 
approval of the election. Upon failure to make the declaration of his 
choice within the required period the person elected forfeits his right to 
the office of deputy. 

No deputy from the moment of his election and until six months 
from the termination of his office can be nominated to any remunerative 
public function, commission or employment. 

This provision does not obtain in case of foreign war nor does it 
extend to the offices of President of the Republic, cabinet minister, or 
diplomatic agent, but only those offices conferred during the state of 
war and that of cabinet minister are compatible with the functions of 
deputy. 

No deputy while in the exercise of hia office can make the contracts 
indicated in section four of this article or become security thereon. If 
the disqualification mentioned in section one should arise, the office of 
deputy thereby becomes vacant. 

THE SENATE. 



The Senate shall be composed of meml>ers elected by direct vote 
from the provinces, each of which oiay choose one senator for every 
three deputies or fraction of two deputies. 



POLITICAL CONSTITUTION 



1 



The senators exercise their mandates for ais; years aud a 
for re-election indefioitely. 



The senators shall be renewed ererj three years in the followiug 
manner : 

The provinces which elect an even number of senatot* shall renew 
one-half of the number at the triennial election. 

The provinces which elect an odd oumlwr shall renew in the first 
three years, leaving for the nest triennial election the odd senator not 
renewed at the preceding election. 

The provinces which elect only one senator shall make the renewal 
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If a senator shall die or for any cause cease to be a member of the 
chamber, before the last year of his term, the vacancy shall be filled by 
a new election in the manner and time prescribed by law. 

A senator who loses his representative character by discharging or 
accepting an incompatible employment shall not be re-eligible befoMj 
the next triennial election, 

■• Article 2G. 

The qualifications for eligibility to the office of senator are: 

1. Exercise of the rights of citizenship at the time of election. 

2. Age of thirty-sir years completed. 

3. Immunity from ever having suffered condemnation for crime. 

4. An annual income of at least two thousand pesos. 

The disqualification applied in article twenty-one to deputies appl 
likewise to senators. 

POWERS OF CONGRESS AND ESPECIAL FINCTIONS 
OF EACH CHAMBER. , 

Article 27. .^^^^ 

The ejcclusire pov:ei-s of Congress are: •^^H 

1. To approve or disapprove of the annual budget for the expena^ 
tuies of the public administration, which must be presented by the 
government. 

2. To approve or disapprove of the declaration of war, upon the 
proposal of the President of the Republic. 

3. To declare, in case the President of the Republic offers his 
resignation, whether the causes assigned by him for the act incapacitate 
him from administering his office, and consequently to accept or refuse 
his resignation. 

i. To declare, when there is doubt concerning the cases specified 
ia articlea sistj-Bve and sixty-nine, whether the impediment which 
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deprives the president of the exercise of his ofSce is of such a aature as 
to demaod the holdiuE of a new election, 

5. To t-ount the votes and verity the election of the President of 
tLe Republic iu conformity with artiyles fifty-eight to sixty-four inclusive, 

6. To pass exceptional and temporary laws, for a period not longer 
thau one year, restrictitig persoual liberty and the liberty of the press, 
and suspending or restrifting the liberty of assemblage, whenever 
demanded by imperiouB necessity for the defense of the state, for ^e 
preservation of the constitutional system or for internal peace. 

If such laws have a penal sanction, they shall always be applied by 
the established courts. 

Beyond the cases prescribed in this section no law shall be passed 
to suspend or restrict the liberties or rights guaranteed hy article ten. 
Article 2S 

Only by virtue of a law shall it be permissible 

1. To impose taves of any kind or nature whatsoever, to abolish 
those existing, and to determine iu case of necesaity their apportionment 
between the proviui'es or departmeiita. 

2. To fix annually the expenditures of the public administration. 

3. To determine likewise iti each year the strength of the land and 
naval forces to be maintained in time of peace or war. 

4. To contract debts, to ratify debts already made, and to set apart 
funds to meet them. 

5. To create new provinces or departments; to fix their boundaries; 
to improve harbors; and to establish t'ustom houses. 

(J. To fix the weight, fineness, value, form and denomination of the 
coins, and to regulate the system of weights and measures. 

7. To permit the introduction of foreign troops into the territory of 
the Republic, and to determine the length of their stay therein. 

8. To permit troops to be quartered iu the place where the sessions 
of Congress are held or within ten leagues of the same. 

9. To permit the departure of the national troops from the territory 
of the Republic and to fix the time of their return. 

10. To create or abolish public offices; to determine or to modify 
their nature; to increase or diminish their salaries; to grant pensions 
and to decree public honors for great services. 

11. To grant general pardons or amnesty. 

12. To fix the place of residence of the nation's representatives and 
of the sessions of Congress. 

Article 29. 

The exclusive powers of the Chamber of Deputies are; 

1. To judge the election of its own members, to pass upon charges 
of nullity made concerning the same, and to accept their resignation if 
the causes assigned therefor are of auch a nature as to make it physi- 
cally or morally impossible for them to pedotm Vbevt iNvtvea- '^.o-ij^sa 
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upoa these cauBen tfaere muat be a coDCurrance of three-fourths of the 

deputies present. 

2. To bring accusatioQ before the senate whenerer it shall seem 
proper to enforce the reaponsibility of the following officers; 

Cabinet Ministers and CounsHllors of State in the manner and for 
the oj^enses set forth in articles eig^hty-three to eighty-eight inclusive, 
I and in article ninety-eight. 

, Generals of the army or navy for having seriously compromised the 
set^urity and honor of the nation, and in the same form as that provided 
for cabinet ministers and counsellors of state. 

The members of the Executive Committee for grave omission iu the 
discharge of the duty imposed by part second of article forty-nine. 

Intendants of provinces for the crimes of treason, sedition, violation 
of the constitution, misappropriation of the public funds und official 
corruption. 

Magistrates of the higher courts of justice for notable malfeaaanea 
in office. 

In the last three cases the Chamber of Deputies shall first declare 
whether or not there is good ground for considering the proposal of 
accusation; and afterward, at an interval of six days, whether there is 
good ground for the accusation, having heard first, however, the report 
of a committee of five persons chosen by lot from its own members. If 
the decision is in the affirmative, tno deputies shall be named who shall, 
formulate the charge and prosecut* the case before the Senate. 
Article .SO. 

The exclusive powers of the Chamber of Senators are: 

1. To judge the election of its own members, to pass upon the 
charges of uullity made concerning the same, and to accept their resig- 
nation if the causes assigned therefor are of such a nahire as to make 
it physically or morally impossible for them to perform their duties. 
To pass upon these causes there must be a concutri'iiee of three-fourlha 
of the senators present. 

2. To try officers accused by the Chamber of Deputies according' 
to the provisions of articles twenty-nine and eighty-nine. 

3. To approve the nominalioos made by the President of tho' 
Republic to archbishoprics and bishoprics. 

i. To give or refuse its acts to governmental acts in all casaa 
required by the constitution. 

THE MODE OF LEGISLATION. 
Ahtuxf. 31. 
Laws may be initiated in the Senate or in the Chamber of Deputies 
upon the motion of any memlwr or by a message from the President of 
the Republic. Laws concerning taxation of any kind whatsoever and in 
regard to recruiting must be initiated in the Chamber of Deputies. 
£aiva in relation to amnesty must be initiated in the Senate. 
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Article 32. 
s approval o( a bill iu the chamber where it was iotrotluced 
III snail ue Hubmjtted i in mediately to the other chamber for debate and 
approval within the period of that session. 
Article 33, 
A bill rejected iii the chamber where it waa introduced cannot be 
proposed again in that chamber until the session of the following year. 
Article 34. 
Upon the approval of a bill by both chambers it phall be sent to the 
President of the Republic, who, if he approves it, shall promulgate it aa 
a law. 

Aktlole St.. 
If the President of the Republic vetoes the bill, he shall send it 
back to the chamber where it originated within fifteen days with such 
objectiouB thereto as he may deem proper. 
Article 3fJ. 
If the two chambers accept the objections of the President of the 
Republic, the amended bill shall have the force of law and shall be sent 
to the President. 

If the two chambers do not accept the objection of the President of 
the Republic and pass the bill over his veto by a vote of two-thirds of 
the membersj) resent, the bill shall have the force of law and shall be 
sent to the Prasident for promulgation. 

No vote shall be taken upon the objectioua in either chamber unless 
BD absolute majority of the members thereof be present.* 
Abticlb 40. 
If the President of the Republic shall not return the bill within 
fifteen days after it shall bave been presented to him, it shall l)e con- 
sidered approved and shall be proniulgalj?<l as law. If the chambers 
prorogue themselves before the expiration of iLe fifteen days within 
which the bill may be returned, the President of the Republic shall return 
it within the first si.t days of the regular session of the following year. 
Article 41. 
A bill passed by one chamber and rejected absolutely by the other 
shall be returned to the chamber where it originated and be considered 
anew, and if passed by a two-thirds majority of the members present it 
shall be again sent to the chamber which rejected it, and it shall not be 
considered that the latter chamber again rejects it uuIeiss by the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the members present. 
Article 42. 
Any bill which shall have been amended or corrected by the revis- 
iog chamber shall be returned to the chamber where it originated ; and 
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if the latter chamber shall approve the amandmeDtB and corrections by 
an absolute majority of the members present, the bill eball be eeot 
the Preaident of the Republic. 

But if the amendments and corrections be rejected, the bill shall be 
Bent a second time to the revising chamber: if the amendments and cor- 
rections shall again be passed by a two-thirds majority of the members 
present the bill shall be sent back to the other chamber and the said 
ameudmest.'j and ix>rrections shall not be considered rejected again 
unless by a concurrence of two-thirds of the members present, 
SESSIONS OF CONGRESS. 
Article 43. 

The regular sessions of congrea.s shall commence on the first day of 
June of each year and shall close on the first day of September. 
Abtecle a. 

When convened in extraordinary session. Congress shall consider 
the business for which jt was called together to the esclusiou of all 
other matter.s. 

ARricLB 4S. 

The Chamber of Senators shall not begin or continue in session 
without the presence of one-third of its members nor the Chamber of 
Deputies without that of oue-fouith of its members. 
Abtiole 46. 

It on the day set by the Constitution for the opening of the regular 
sessions Congress shall be convened in estraordiuary session, the latt^ 
shall be closed and the business for which it was called shall continue 
to be considered in the reguli 
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The Senate and Chamber of Deputies shall open and close their 
regular and extraordinary sessions at the same time. The Senatfl, 
nevertheless, may convene without the presence of the Chamber rf. 
Deputies for the exercise of the judicial fiinctioas indicated in part:' 
second of article thirty. 

The Chamber of Deputies shall continue its sessions without th* 
presence of the Senate, if at the i-lose of a regular session there ara 
pending any charges against the officers designated in part second of ' 
article twenty-nine, but for the exclusive purpose of declaring whether 
or not there is good ground for an accusation. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Article 48. 

Before the close of the regular sessions of Congress, each chambw 
shall elect seven of its members, who shall together constitute a siogltf 
body called the Executive Committee, and whose functions expire t" 
facio on the thirty-first day of the following May.* 

•"La CoidIbIoh Conservftdora." A elm liar provlnlon la found la tlie Condtltntli 
Bj' n'law litoniiilxatod September 1, WH, this fVuc;\\iin ol memlieti. o( itie ExecntlM 
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^V Article 49. 

^^" The Executive Committee as the repreacntative of CoDgreas i 

BTipervision over niatterg pertaining to that body, over all branches of 

the public adaiinistraliou. It is tlierefore its duty: 

1. To wat4?h over the observance of the Constitution and the laws 
and to oversee the protection of the individual guarantees. 

2. To address to the President of the Republic representation 8 
conducing to the said enda, and to reiterate them if he doea not heed 
those already made. 

When such representations relate directly to abuses or illegal acta 
committed by the authorities responsible to the President of the 
Republic and he does not adopt the measures within hia power to put 
an end to the abuse and to punish the guilty o£Qcials, it shall be under- 
stood that the President of the Republiu and the Minister of the respec- 
tive departments accept the responsibility for the acta of the subordinate 
authority as if they had been done by their own order and consent. 

3. To give or refuse its consent to such acta of the President of the 
Republic ae, according to the provisions of the Constitution, require for 
their validity the ratification of the Executive Committee. 

4. To convoke Congress in extraordinary session whenever in ita 
judgment such action is necessary, or when a majority of both chambers 
demand it in writing. 

5. To render an account to Congreag at its first meeting of the 
measures that have been takvn in the discharge of its office. 

The Committee is responsible to Congress [or any omission in the 
fulfillment of thp duties imposed upon it by the preceding sections. 



CHAPTER VI. -THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC. 

Article 50. 
A citizen with the title of President of the Republic of Chile is the 
administrative head of the state and the supreme chief of the nation. 
Article 61. 
The qualifications for eligibility to the office of Presideot of the 
Republic are: 

1. Birth in the territory of Chile. 

2. Qualifications for eligibility to the Chaml>er of Deputies. 

3. Thirty years of age at least. 

Article 62. 
The President of the Republic stall continue in the exercise of his 
duties for the term of five years and shall not be eligible for the term 
following. 

Article &3. 
To be eligible a second or more times the period of one term must 
always have inttrvened. 



Abticle 51. 



rThe President of the Republic shall be elected by electors chosen 
by direct popular vote. The number of electors shall be three times the 
total number of Deputies elected from the several departmeats. 
Article 65. 
The electors shall be named by departments upon the twenty-fifth 
day of June of the year in which the presidential term ends. The qual- 
ifications of electors shall be the same as are required for deputies. 
Akticle .Tfi. 
The electors shall meet upon the twenty-fifth day of July of tho 
year in which the presidential term ends and proceed to the election of 
the President in conformity to the general law of elections. 
Artkxb 57. 
The electoral boards shall oialte two lists of all those persons who 
have been elected and after the same shall have been signed by all the 
electors, they shall transmit them inclosed and sealed, one to the 
municipal authorities of the capilal of the province, in whose archives 
it shall remain deposited and closed, and the other to the Senate, where 
it shall be kept in the same manner until the thirtieth day of August. 
AfiTicLE 58. 
On that day the said list shall be opened and read in a public session 
of both cbambers assembled in the hall of the Senate, tbe president of 
the Senate presiding, and that body shall proceed to the scrutiny of 
the election returns and to their correction if nei'essary. 
Article 59. 
The person who shall have received an absolute majority of the 
voles shall be proclaimed President of the Republic. 
Ahtiolc 60, 
IE in case of a division of the votes no person has an absolute 
majority, the Congress shall choose lietween the two peisous who shall 
have received the greatest number of vot«s. 
AaricLE 61. 
If more than two persons are tied for the highest 
Congress shall choose between all of them.* 
Article fi2. 

If the highest number of vot.es tw given to one person alone, andt' 
two or more persons are tied for tlie second highest number, Con| 
shall choose between all the persons receiving such highest and 
highest numbers." 
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Artjcle 63. 
The election shall be by an absolute majority of votes and by secret 
ballot. If tberi' ia not an absolute majority oq the first ballot, a second 
ballot shal! be taken, the voting bein^ limited to the two persons who 
upou the first ballot shall have refeived the greater number of votes. 
In ease of a tie, another ballot shall l>e taken, and if a tie again occurs 
the president of the Henate shall cast the deciding vote. 



No ai^rutiny or verification of the electioD returns shall be held 
unless an absolute majority of the members of eai'h chamber be present. 
Article 66. 

When the President of the Republic shall command iu person the 
armed forces of the Republic or when by reason of sickness, absence 
from the territory of the Republic, or other serious cause he shall be 
unable to discharge the duties of his office, the Minister of the Ipterioi 
shall take his place under the title of Vice-President of the Republic. 
If the disability of the President shall be temporary the said minister 
shall continue to takei his place until the President shall be able to 
resume his duties. In case of the death of the President, acceptance of 
his resignation, or other cause of absolute disability which cannot be 
removed before the termination of his five years of ofiSce, the Minister 
Vice-President, within the first ten days after assuming the office shall 
issue the orders necessary for holding a new election for Presideut in 
the manner pre.scdbeil by this Constitution. 
Artic-le 66. 

In ease of the default of the minister of the interior, the senior 
member of the cabinet shall take the place of the President; iu case of 
the default of all the cabinet ministers the office shall be filled by the 
senior member of the Council of State, not an ecclesiastic. 
Article 67. 

The President of the Republic cannot leave the territory of the slate 
during the term of his office or within one year after the expiration of 
the same, without I he consent of Congress. 



The President of the Republic shall cease to hold office on the day 
when his five year term expires, and he shall be succeeded by the newly 
elected President. 

Article 69. 

If the newly elected President be temporarily prevented from 
entering upon his office, the senior member of the Council of State shall 
take his place for the time being; but if the disability of the President- 
elect be absolute, or likely to continue indefinitely or for a period longer 
than the presidential term, then a uew election shall be held in the 
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manner prescribed by this CoaHtitution, the office in the meautinie being 
I filled by the senior councillor of state, not an ecclesiastic. 

Article 70. 
When in the cases included in articles sis)y-five and sisty-nine an 
election of the President of the Republic for tbe constitutional period is 
to be held, the order for the election of presidential electors shall be 
given upon the same day, and the same inlervals and the same forms 
shall be observed for such an election of President, and for the scrutiny 
and verification of the returns, as are prescribed by artii-les flfty-aix to 
sixty-four inclusive. 

Article 71. 

The President-elect upon entering upon the execution of his office j 
shall take the following oath administered by the president of the Senate 
in the hall of the tienate before tbe two chambers therein assembled: 

"I, — , swear by God, our Lord, and by these holy gospels 

to execute faithfully the office of President of the Republic; to observe 
and protect the Apostolic Roujan Catholic religion; to preserve the^ 
integrity and independence of the Republic; and to guard and have, 
guarded the Constitutions and tbe laws. So help me God and defend 
me, according as I keep my oath." 

Article 72. 

To the President of the Republic is confided the administration and. 
government of the State; and his authority extends to everything thai: 
has for its object the preservation of internal public order and the 
security of the Republic from external danger, observing and causing 
to be observed the Constitution and tlie laws. 
Article 73. 

The peculiar powers of the President are: 

1. To concur in making the laws in conformity with the provisions 
of the Constitution ; to sanction and promulgate the same. 

2. To issue such decrees, regulations and instructions as he may 
deem necessary for the execution of tbe laws. 

3. To watch over the official conduct of judges and other judicial' 
officers; and to this end he may require the public authorities to enforce 
disciplinary measures before the competent tribunal, or if there ba' 
sufficient grounds, to formulate the proper indictments. 

4. To prorogue the regular sessions of Congress for a period of 
fifty days. 

5. To convoke the same in exlrBOrdinary session, with the consent 
of the Council of State. 

6. To apfioint and remove at will cabinet ministers, department 
officers, councillors of state of his own choosing, diplomatic minister^ 
consuls and other foreign agents, intendants of provinces and govemora 
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In appointing diplomatic ministera, the notninationa must be aub- 
mitted for approval to the Senate, or in case of its recess, to the Execu- 
tive Committee, 

I. To appoiot the judges of the superior courts of Justice and the 
justices of courts of first instance upon the proposal of the Council of 
State in t-onformity with part second of article ninety-five. 

8. To nominate archbishops, bishops, canons and other dignitaries 
of the cathedrals from candidates proposed in threes bj the Council of 
Stute. The person selected by the President for archbishop or bishop 
must also receive the confirmation of the Senate. 

9. To fill the other civil and military positions with the consuut of 
the Senate, or, io case of its recess, with the approval of the Executive 
Committee; commissioning colonels, oaval captains, and other superior 
officers of the army and navy. Upon the field of battle he may uiake 
military appoint men Is at will. 

10. To dismiss pultlic officers tor incompeteucy or for any other 
cause which affects injuriously the public service; but odIj with the 
cousent of the Senate; or, during its recess, with the approval of the 
Executive Committee in the case of chiefs of bureaus and other higher 
officers; in case of io subordinates, upon the information of the respective 
chief. 

II. To grant leaves of absence, retirements from service, licenses 
and privileges of pension in conformity to the laws. 

12. To oversee the collection of the revenues and to decree their 
expenditure in conformity to the laws, 

13. To dispense public patronage to the churches, benefices and 
priests in conformity to the laws. 

14. To grant or refuse approval to the execution of ecclesiastical 
decrees, papal l>ulls, briefs and rescripts, with the consent of the Council 
of State; but if they contain general provisions their execution can be 
granted or refused only by means of a. general law. 

15. To grant pardons to individuals with the consent of the Council 
of State. Cabinet ministers, councillors of state, members of the Eiecu- 
tive Committee, generals in chief, intendents of provinces, indicted by 
the Chamber of Deputies and coademoed by the Senate, can be 
pardoned only by Congress. 

16. To dispose of the laud and naval forces, organize and distribute 
them, as he shall judge proper. 

17. To command in person the land and naval forces, with the 
consent of the Senat«, or, during it« recess, with the approval of the 
Executive Committee. In such a case the President of the Republic 
may reside in any part of the territory occupied by the Chilean armies. 

18. To declare war with the previous approval of Congress, and to 
grant letters of marque and reprisal. 

19. To maintain political relations with foreign powers, receive 
ministers, admit consuls, conduct negoUaliowft, vn&Vft ■^v^\TO.'i'a.^'i ft'ixi^- 
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latioDB, conclude and sign all treaties of peace, alliance, DQtttrality, 
commerce, concordats and other convent ions. Treaties, b6fore their 
ratification, must be siil)tuitt«d to Congresa for approval. Discussions 
and deliberations upon these subjects shall be secret, if the President ot 
the Republic demands it. 

20. To declare a state of eieig« at one or various points in the 
Bepublic, in case of a foreign attack, with the consent of the Council of 
State and for a determinate period. * 

In ease of domestic disturbance, it belongs to Congress to declare 
one or more points in a state of seige; but if that bodj be not in session, 
the President may do so, with the- consent of the Council of State and 
for a determinate period. If, upon the meeting of CoDgrass, the time 
specified has Dot expired, the declaration made by the President of the 
Republic shall be considered as & proponition of law. 

21. All matters pertaining to police and all public establishments 
are under the supreme superinteudence of the President of the Republic 
in accordance with the particular ordinances which govern them. 

Article 74. 
The President of the Republic can be accused only in the year 
immediately after the conclusion of his term of office for any act of his 
administration by which the honor and safety of the State have been 
gravely compromised or the Coustitulion openly violated. The forms 
for the accusation of the President shall be those set forth in article» 
eighty-four to ninety-ont* inoluaive. 

CABINET MINISTERS. 
Article 75. 
ThenuDiberof ministers and their respective department 
determined by law. 

Abticle 76. 
The qualifications for the oilite of minister are: 

1. Birth within the territory ot the Republic. 

2. • The qualifications of eligibihty to the Chamber of Depi 

Artuxe 77. 

All the orders of the President of the Republic must be signed W 
the minister of the respective departuieut, and they have no force \mlet 
BO sigued. 

Article 78. 
Each minister is personally responsible for the acts signed by hii 
and coltegiately for acts sulwcribed to or agreed to with the 
ministers. 

At the opening of the sessions of Congress the ministers shi 
transmit to CoDgress an account of the state of the Nation, each so 1 
concerns tho business of his own department. 






They shall likewise present to that body the aoaual estimftte uf the 
%spenditures required by their respective departments, ao aci!buiit for 
the disposition of aU aunis voted for the expenses of the previous year. 
Article 81. 
The office of cabinet minister is not iDOompalible with that of 
senator or deputy. 

Article S2. 

The ministers, nheu uot, members of the Senate or Chamber of 
Deputies, may attend the sessions of those bodies and participate in 
debate, but have no right to vote therein. 
Article 83. 

The Cabinet Miaisters may be aci.^used by the Chamber of Deputies 
of the crimes of treason, corruption in ofEce, misappropriation of the 
public funds, subornation, violation of the Constitution, of disobedience 
to the laws or failure to execute the same, and of gravely compromising 
the safety and honor of the Nation. 

Upon the presentation of the accusation, one of the eight succeeding 
days shall be indicated, in which the accused minister may make answer 
in respect to the charges brought against him, and for deliberation in 
regard to proceeding with the examiu&tioD of the accusation. 
Article 85. 

If it be decided to proceed with the examination of the charges, a 
committoe of nine persons shall be chosen by lot from tbe deputies 
present to bring in within the five days following a report as to whether 
or not there exist sulhcient grounds far a formal accusation. 
Article «6. 

On the presentation of the report of the said committee, the Cham- 
ber shall proceed so discuss the samo, giving a hoaring to the members 
of the committee, to the authors of the proposal to bring the accusation 
and to the minister and such deputies as may desire to take part in the 
debate. 

Article 87. 

As soon as the debate shall end, if the Chamber decides to present 
the accusation, it shall appoint three of its members to represent it ia 
formulating and prosecuting the said accusation before the Senate. 
Article 88. 

Immediately upon the decision of the Chamber to bring the 
accusation before the Senate, or upon its declaration that there are 
grounds for prosecution, the minister accused shall be suspended from 
his official functions. 



Such BUspflnaiou, however, shall terminate if the Senate shall not 
have rendered its judgment within sis moathg following the date oo 
which the Chanibor of Deputies shall have decided to prosei;ut« the 
acouaatiou. 

Arth^le 89. 

The Senate, acting as a jury, shall try the minister, and shall conflne 
itself to declaring whether or not he ia guilty of the crime or abuse of 
power of which he is charged. 

The verdict of guilt muht be made by two-thirds of the number of 
senators present at the sesfiion. By virtue of such verdict the miuiater 
is removed froui his office. 

The minister declared guilty by the Senate shall ho sentenced in 
gccotdaute wilh the laws by the ordinary court of competent jurisdiction 
both as to the application of the penally provided for the crime 
(.■ommilted and to the enforcenieut of his civil resppnaibility for the 
damages and losses caused to the state or to iudividuals. 

The provisions of articles W> 87, 88, aud of the present one, shall 
also he obherved in any other accusations that may be made by the 
Chamber of Deputies in tonforniitj wilh the terms of section second of 
article 29 of tl^s Constitution 

AllTK-LE 90, 

Cabinet Mmisters may be atcused by any private individual, on 
account of any losses suffered unjustly through any act of the luinieter. 
Such char^'e must be addressed to the Senate, and that body shall ' 
decide whether or nut it he well founded, 

^BTl-CLE 91. 

If the Senate shall declare that the charge is well founded, I 
complainant shall demand redress from the minister before the court of 
competent junsdittion 

\flTlfLE 92. 

The Chamber of Deputies mav bring accusatiou against a miuister 
during his term of olhce or within six. months subsequent to its • 
termination During these six mouths, he cannot absent himself from 
the Repubhc without the permission ol Congress, or, in its rectiss, of thai 
Executive Committee 

THE COL\CIL OF STATE. 
Ahtk'LE 93. 

The Council of State shall be composed of: 

Three councillors chosen by the Senate and three by the Chamber^ 
of Deputies, at the first ordinary session after each congressional election,', 
the retiring eouQcillora being eligible for re-election. In case of the 
death or disability of any councillor thus chosen, the respective Chamber 
shall proceed to appoint a suhstitute who shall till the place till the-; 
congressional election following. 
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A member of the Superiot Court of Justice, residing io the cit; of 
Santiago. 

An Bfciesiastic occupying a poeitioD of dignity. 

A general in the army or navy. 

A liead of Home department of Ibe Treasury. 

An individual who liaa filled the office of ininistt^r of state, diplomatic 
a^nl, ioteDdant, governor, or chief of a municipality. 

These laet five councillors shall be appointed by the President of 
the Republic. 

TheCouncilfihall be presided over by Ihe President of the Republic, 
or in hia absence by one of its memljers clioseu by itself as Vice- 
President, who shall he elected annually, and is eligible for re-election. 

The Vii-e-President of the Council nhall be considered the oldest 
member for the purposes couteinplabed in articles fiH and 61) of this 
Constitution. 

Cabinet mioisters shall have only a voira in the Council, and if any 
councillor be chosen minister, he thereby vacates his former office. 
Article 94. 

The qualifications for councillor of state shall be the same as those 
for senator. 

Ahtille 9r>. 

The powers of l!ie Council of State are; 

1. To give its opinion to the PreBideut of the Republic in all cases 
in which he shall consult it. 

2. To suggest to the Presideot for appointment, in cases of 
vacancies in courts of first instance and the superior courts of justice, 
such persons as it shall deem suitable, in conformity with the propositions 
of the superior court, as provided by law, and in the form therein 
prescribed. 

3. To propose nominations by threes for archbishops and bishops, 
digDitarie.s and canons of the cathedrals of the Republic. 

4. To take cognizance of all matters pertaining to patronage and 
protection, which may come into dispute, in obedience to the decision of 
the superior court of justice, as by law required. 

5. To take cognizance likewise in disputes of jurisdiction lietween 
the administrative authorities, and in disputes that may arise between 
the administrative authorities and the courts of justice. 

6. To declare whether or not there exist grounds for prosecution on 
criminal charges of intendants, military governors, and governors of 
departments; except in ihe cases in which the accusation against an 
intendant is instituted by the Cbamljer of Deputies. 

7. To give its assent to Ihe declaration of a general call to arm& in 
one or more province invaded or threatened, in case of foreign war. 

8. The Council of State has the right to move for the dismissal of 
the cabinet ministers, intendants, governors; or other public olBcials, 
who prove delinquent, incapable or nej^lig-eot. 
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The President the Republic shall propose for the eonsideration of 
the Council of State: 

1. All projects of laws which shall intend to submit to Congress. 

2. All projects of lawn passed by the Senate and Chamber of 
Deputies and sent to him for hif> approval. 

3. All matters which tbe Constitution requires to be beard by the 
Council of State. 

4. The annual estimates of expenditures to be submitted to 
Cougress. 

L. All other matters concerning wLieh the President may judge it 
necessary to hear the opinion of the Council. 

The decision of the Council of Slate is simply advisory, escept in 
the particular cases in which the Constitution requires that the President 
shall act with its approval. 

Article m. 

The councillors of state are responsible for the opinions rendered by 
them to the President, which may be contrary to the laws and manifestly 
given with evil intent; and they may be accused and tried ii 
provided in articles S4 to 89 inclusive. 



CHAPTER VII. -THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 

Article 99. 
The power of judging civil aod criminal causes belongs exclusively 
to the courts established by law. Neither Congress nor the President of 
the Republic can in any case exercise judicial powers, or advocate 
pending cauKea, or revive (.-auseH already decided. 
Article 100. 
Only by virtue of law can any change be made iti the functions of 
the Courts or in the number of their otliciais. 
Article 101. 
The judges of the superior courta and those of the courts of first 
instance shall hold office duringr good behavior. Commercial judges, 
ordinary magistrates, and other inferior judges shall hold their respective 
otBces for thp time specified by law. The judges, whether their tenure 
is for life or for years, cau not be deposed from office except for cause 

E!termined. J 

Article 102. I 

udges an? personally r&sponsible for the crime of bribery, for ■ 
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neglect or wi'ongful act io the admiaistratioD of justice. The law shall 
determine the maaoer Id which this ranpoDsibility shall be enforced. 
Article 103. 

The law shall determioe the qualifications which judges shall 
respectively possess, aud the requisite number of years of practice as 
advocates before appointment to the auperior or lower courts. 
Article 104. 

There shall be in the Republic one magistracy whose function ii 
shall lie to have the superintendence, directive, correctional and 
moderative, over all the tribunals and courts of theNation, in accordance 
with tbe law determining its organization and attributes. 
Article 10&. 

The organization and powers of all tribunals and courts that may 
be necesBary for the prompt and complete administration of justice 
throughout the territory of the Republic shall be fixeii by a special law. 



CHAPTER VIIL- INTERNAL GOVERNMENT AND 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Article 106. 

The territory of the Republic is divided into provinces, the provinces 

into departments, the departments into subdelegations, and the 

subde legations into districts. 

THE INTENDANTS. 
Artulu 107. 
The government in chief of each province in all the branches of its 
administration is vested in an Infendant, who shall exercise his powers 
in accordance with the laws, under the orders and instructions of the 
President of the Republic, whose natural and immediate agent he is. 
His term of office shall be three years; but he may l>e reappointed 
indeflcitely. 

THE GOVERNORS. 
Artjclb 108, 
The government of each department is vest«d in a governor, 
subordinate to the intendant of the province. His term of office shall 
be thrif years. 

Article 109. 
The governors are appointed bj the President of the Republic, on 
the recommendation of the respective intendanta: and are removable b; 
the intendants with the approval of the President of the Republic. 
Article 110. 
The intendant of the province is also governor of the department in 
the capital of which he resides. 
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POLITICAL CONSTITCITION 

THE SUBDELEGATIONS. 

AsTICLB 111. 



The subdelegatioiifi are each governed by a subdelegate, who is 
subordinate to the governor of the department, by whom he ia appoinlod. 
The subdelegates hold ofBce for two years ixad are removable by the 
governor, but the latter must state his reaaoDS to the ioteDdaat. 
, Subdelegates may be reappointed iudeliDitely. 

THE INSPECTORS, 
Article 112. 
The districts are each governed by an inspector, rmder the direction 
of the subdelegate, who may appoint or remove him, stating his reasous 
therefor to the governor. 

THE MUNICIPALITIES. 

Article 113. 
In each capital of a fiepartmont there aha!! he a muuicipality, an 
in any other center of population in which the Pretiideot of the Republi 
with the approval of the Council of State, shall thiuk proper to establish 
one. 

Article 114. 

The municipalities shall be composed of such number of magistratfls 

and aldermen as the law shall determine, upon the basis of population 

of the territories in which they may be established. 

Article 115. 

The election of aldermen shall be by direct popular vote, in the 
manner prescribed by the law of elections.. Their term of otiice shall be 
three years. 

Article 116. 

The maooer of election of the magistrates and the length of their 
term of ofHce shall be determined by law. 
Article 117. 

The qualifications for eligibility to the office of magistrate or alder-, 
men are: 

1. The active exercise of citizenship. 

2. Besideace in the territory of the municipality five years at least^ 

Article 118. 
The governor is the administrative head of all the municipalitieH i 
his department, and president of that one in which his capital : 
established. The subdelegate is president of the municipahty in hi 
BubdelegatioD. 
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The ponerfl of muDieipalities within their respective jurisdiction are; 

1 . To care for tha public health, comfort, improvement and 
recreation. 

2. To proniot* education, agriculture, industry and commerce. 

3. To supervise the primary schools and othi'r cducatioDal institu- 
tions that are supporttnl from the municipal funds. 

4. To superintend the boRpitals, anylumB, houses for fouudlinga, 
jails, houses for correction and charitable institutions, in accordance 
with the regulations prfscribed for the same, 

5. To have charge of the construction and repair of the roads, 
pavements, bridges, and all other necessary public works, useful or 
ornamental, which are maintained from the municipal funds. 

6. To administer and oversee the expenditure of the fund of ways 
and means, in accordance with the regulations prescribed by law. 

7. To make the assessments of taxes and to provide tor the enroll- 
ment of recruits and substitutes apportioned to the municipality, iu case 
the law shall not have designated other persons or authority for that 
purpose. 

8. To address to Congress every year, through the intendants and 
the President of the Republic, such petitions as may be judged proper, 
whether in relation to matters eftectiag the general welfare of the state 
or those of peculiar interest to the department and particularly in regard 
to the levying of taxes and meeting the extraordinary expenses reijuired 
for the construction of new works of public utility in the department or 
for repairs of those iu existence. 

SI. To propose to the general government or to that of the province 
or department such administrative measures as may conduce to the 
general welfare or the department. 

10, To make municipal ordinances in regard to the aforesaid 
subjects and to present them, through the intendants, to the President 
of the Republic for his approval with the advice of the Council of State. 
Artk-le 120. 

No decision or regulation of the municipality which is not in 
conformity with the established precedents can be carried into effect 
without being brought to the attention of the governor, or of the sub- 
delegate, as the case may be; and such otGcer may suspend its execution 
if he judges it to be prejudicial to the public order. 
Article 121. 

All the muntci|ml ofhces belong to the corporation, and no one may 
be excused from service therein unless for cause specified by law. 
Arteclb 122. 

A special law shall regulate internal government and shall designate 
the functions of those charged with provincial administration and the 
manner in which such functions shall Ije exercised. 



CHAPTER IX. GUARANTEES OF SECURITY AND 
PROPERTY. 
Article 12:^. 
lu Chile there are no slaves, and he wbo treads its Boil becomeB 
thereby free. No Chileaa can engage in the elave trade; and no 
foreigner engaged in that trade ean reside in Chile or b<> uaturalized 
the Repubhc. 

Article 124. 

No one can be condemned without a trial in aceordanee with law 
and by virtue of a law promulgated before the aft for which he is tried. 



No one can be tried by a special commiBsiou, nor by any other body 
than a court provided by law and previously established. 

Article 126. 
In order that a warrant of arrest may be executed, it must be isi 
by the authority having the right to make arrests, and the charge must 
be made known to the arrested person at the time of his apppreheni 



Any perHon taken in Jtayrante delicto may be arrested without » 
warrant and by any person, but for the sole purpose of conducting liina 
before a competent judge. 

Article 128. 

No one can be imprisoned or detained, except in his own housi 
in public places designed for that purpose. 

Article 12y, 

Officials having charge of prisons can not receive into them prisoners; 
without copying into their register the warriint^s for the arreat i^ued h^^ 
the authority having the right of making the arrest. They may, how-, 
ever, receive into the prison, as under detention, such persons as may be' 
brought there for the purpose of being presented to the competent judges 
but they must make a report to such judge within twenty-four hours. 

Article 130. 

If the public authority under any circumstances shall cause any 
inhabitant of the Ui^public to be acrested, the oOicer ordering such ai 
ahall give notice thereof to the jiroper judge within tweuty-four hour* 
following, and arraign the person arrested for his disposal. 

Article 131. 
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No magistrate having charge of a house of detention can I 
preveateii from visiting a prisoner confined therein. 
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Article 132. , 

Such magistrate is required, upon the request of the prisoner, to 
transmit to the proper judge a copy of the warrant of arrest given to the 
accused; or to demand that such a copy be given him; or himself to 
give a certificate of the imprisonment of the person, if at the time of his 
arrest no copy of the warrant was given the prisoner. 

Article 133. 

When a sufficient bond has been given for the person or for 
indemnification for the damages caused by the act, in the manner pre- 
scribed by law for such case, no one can be kept in prison or under 
restraint, unless amenable to a severe or infamous penalty. 

Article 134. 

Any individual illegally imprisoned or detained in violation of the 

provisions of articles 126, 128, 129 and 130, may have recourse, either by 

himself or by one acting in his name, to the magistrate designated by 

law, to demand that the legal forms be enforced. Such magistrate shall 

order the accused to be brought before him, and such order must be 

implicitly obeyed by all those in charge of prisons or other places of 

detention. As soon as he shall have informed himself of the antecedent 

facts in the case, he shall cause all legal defects to be remedied and shall 

place the accused at the disposal of the proper judge; proceeding 

summarily with dispatch and correcting all defects or reporting them to 

the proper authorities. 

Article 135. 

In criminal cases persons accused shall not be required to iJf^stify as 
to their own acts, nor nhall their children or grandchildren, husband or 
wife, or relatives to the third degree of consanguinity or to the second of 
affinity, inclusive, be so required. 

Article 136. 

No torture shall be applied, nor in any case shall confiscation of 

property be imposed. No infamous penalty shall extend beyond the 

person of the condemned. 

Article 137. 

The house of every inhabitant of Chilean territory is an inviolable 
asylum, and shall not be invaded, except for special cause determined 
by law and by virtue of an order of the proper authority. 

Article 318. 

Epistolary correspondence is inviolable. No papers or documents 
can be opened, intercepted or searched, except in cases expressly desig- 
nated by law. 

Article 139. 

Congress alone can impose taxes, direct or indirect, and without 
its special authorization no other authority of the State and no indi- 
vidual may impose them under any pretext whatsoeiM^t. 
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Article 140. 

No personal service or tax of any kind can be exacted, except by 
virtue of a decree issued by the proper authority based on a law author- 
izing such execution; and such decree must be shown to the person 
taxed at the time of imposing such burden. 

Article 141. 

No armed body shall make requisitions or exact any kind of assist- 
ance, except through and by the request of the civil authorities. 

Article 142. 

No kind of labor or industry shall be prohibited, unless opposed to 
good morals or to the public health or safety, or unless the interest of 
the Nation so demand and the law so require. 

Article 143. 

Every author or inventor shall have the exclusive property of his 
production for a time specified by law ; and in case the law require that 
the public have the use of any such production, suitable indemnification 
shall be made. 



CHAPTER X- -GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Article 144. 

Public instruction pre-eminently demands the attention of the 
government. Congress shall formulate a general plan of national 
education, and the respective cabinet ministers shall annually make a 
report on the condition of the same throughout the entire Republic. 

Article 145. 

There shall be a department of public instruction, to which shall be 
committed the superintendence of public teaching, its administration 
being under the authority of the government. 

Article 146. 

No payment shall be taken account of in the treasury of the State, 

unless made in virtue of a decree, in which the law itself is cited or that 

part of the estimate approved by both the Chambers which authorizes 

such expenditures. 

Article 147. 

All male Chileans abh^ to bear arms shall be enrolled on the militia 
lists, unless specially exempted b}^ law. 

Article 148. 

Obedience is essential in the public forces. No armed body can be 

deliberative. 

Article 149. 

Every resolution made by the President of the Republic, the Senate, 
or the Chamber of Deputies, in the presence or at the request of the 
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army, or of a general at the head of an armed force, or of any assemblage 
of people, who, whether armed or unarmed, shall disobey the civil 
authorities, is null in law and of no.efPect whatever. 

Article 150. 

No person or collection of persons shall assume the title or authority 
of the people, arrogate to themselves its rights, or petition in its name. 
The violation of this article is sedition. 

Article 151. 

No magistrate, person, or collection of persons can assume, even 

under pretext of extraordinary circumstances, any authority or right not 

expressly conferred upon them by the laws. Any act in violation of this 

article is null and void. 

Article 152. 

When one or more places in the Republic shall be declared to be in 
a state of siege, in conformity with the provision of section twenty of 
article 73, by virtue of such declaration alone the following powers are 
granted to the President of the Republic: 

1. To imprison persons in their own houses and elsewhere, but not 
in jails or other places provided for the confinement of common criminals. 

2. To remove persons fro^ii one department to another on the main- 
land and within the space comprised between the port of Caldera, on 
the north, and the province of Llanquihue, on the south. 

The measures which the President of the Republic may take by 
virtue of the state of siege shall have force no longer than the state of 
siege itself, as otherwise such measures might come in conflict with the 
constitutional guarantees given to the Senators and Deputies. 

Article 153. 

Entails of any kind already established, or which may be established 
in the future, shall not impede the free alienation of the properties 
effected by them, assuring to the beneficiaries of such entails the value 
of the property alienated. A special law shall provide for the method of 
carrying this article into effect. 



CHAPTER XL— THE OBSERVANCE AND AMENDMENT 

OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Article 154. 

Every public functionary upon the assumption of his office shall 
take an oath to support this Constitution. 

Article 155. 

In conformity, with article 31 and those immediately following 
Congress alone can settle any doubts that may arise in regard to the 
interpretation of any of the articles pertaining to it. 
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Article 156. 

Ai amendment of the Constitution may be proposed in either 
Chamber, in conformity with the provision set forth in the first part of 
article 31. 

No vote shall be taken in either Chamber upon the proposition of 
amendment without the actual presence of an absolute majority of the 
members thereof. 

In approving of a proposition of amendment the Chambers shall 
adhere to the rules established in articles 31, 41 and 42. 

Article 157. 

A proposition of amendment, approved by both Chambers, which in 
conformity with the provision of article 34 goes to the President of the 
Republic, may be acted upon by him only by proposing modifications or 
corrections to the amendments agreed upon by Congress. 

If the modifications proposed by the President of the Republic shall 
be approved in each Chamber by a majority of two-thirds of the members 
present in conformity with the provision of section second of the pre- 
ceding article, the proposition of amendment thus revised shall be 
returned to the President of the Republic for its promulgation. 

If the Chambers approve onl}^ in part the modifications and correc- 
tions made by the President of the Republic and do not insist by a 
majority of two-thirds upon the other amendment agreed upon by 
Congress and modified by the President, the amendments upon which 
the President of the Republic and the Chambers are in accord shall be 
considered approved, and the proposHion of amendment thus revised 
shall be returned for its promulgation. 

When the Chambers shall not approve of the modifications proposed 
by the President of the Republic, aud shall insist by a majority of two- 
thirds of those present in each chamber upon the amendment previously 
agreed upon by them, the proposition of amendment in its original 
form shall be returned to the President of the Republic for its 
promulgation. 

Article 158. 

The amendments, approved and published, to which the preceding 
articles refer, shall be submitted to the ratification of the Congress 
which shall be selected or renewed immediately after the publication of 
the proposition of amendment. 

The new Congress shall pass upon the ratification of the amendments 
in the same manner as the previous Congress upon the proposition of 
amendment, without, however, the power of alteration. 

The deliberation upon the acceptance and ratification shall begin in 
that chamber in which the proposition of amendment originated, and 
each chamber shall pass upon the question by an absolute majority of 
the number of members present, which number shall not be less than the 
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absolute majority of the number of members of which each (chamber is 
composed. 

Upon the ratification of the proposition of amendment by each of 
the Chambers it shall be transmitted to the President of the Republic 
for its promulgation. 

Upon the promulgation of the proposition of amendment, its 
provisions thereby form part of this Constitution, and shall be considered 
incorporated therein. 

The amendments which are to be submitted to the ratification of the 
succeeding Congress shall be published by the President of the Kepublic 
within the six months which precede the renewal of the said Congress, 
and at least three months before the date for verifying the elections. 
In making such publication, the President of the Kepublic shall announce 
to the country that the Congress about to be elected will have charge of 
accepting and ratifying the proposed amendments. When the Congress 
upon which devolves the charge of ratifying the amendments permits its 
constitutional period to expire without having done so, the amendment 
shall be considered as never proposed. 

Article 159. 

When Congress is called together in extraordinary session, either 
Chamber may propose, discuss and vote upon the propositions of 
amendment to which article 156 refers, even when such propositions are 
not included in the summons of the President of the Republic which 
calls the Chambers together. 

A Congress charged with deliberating upon the ratification of 
proposed amendments may, if both Chambers agree thereto by an 
absolute majority of the votes cast which would be also by the concur- 
rence of an absolute majority of the members, continue its deliberations 
in extraordinary session for a period up to ninety days, without the 
necessity of an edict of the President of the Republic, for the sole 
purpose of considering the question of ratification. In any case the 
Chambers may deliberate upon the ratification of proposed amendments 
in the extraordinary sessions in which they have been convoked by the 
President of the Republic, even if that business was not recited in the 
summons of the President. 
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